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                                                Epsom and St Helier 
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South West Thames Kidney Fund (Registered Charity Number: 800952), supporting the 

South West Thames Institute for Renal Research 
and 

SHAK - St Helier Association for Kidney Patients (Registered Charity Number: 266391) 
 

*************************************************************  

October/November 2008 

It was a great occasion in celebration of the 

10th Anniversary of the South West Thames 

Institute for Renal Research. Hosted by Lord Rix of 

Whitehall, 180 people gathered, including many notable guests. One of the 

highlights of the evening was the presentation of a cheque for £10,000,  

donated by Lord Edward Davenport to South West Thames Kidney Fund. 

 

 

 

See inside for  

report and more 

pictures! 

 

Adidas Challenge, 

September 2008 - 

report on back 

page! 

 

SHAK Grand Christmas Draw inside! 

NHS 
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Newsletter Editors:   Peter & Margaret Simpson, Ceilidh, Wellesley Road, Rushmoor, Farnham, Surrey GU10 2EH 
        Tel: 01252 792196  email: mps@mpsimpson.demon.co.uk 

Contacts: 
Renal Unit reception:  

         020 8296 2283,   

  020 8296 3100 
 

SWTIRR,  

Anne Collard, Administrator:      

  020 8296 3698 
 

SW Thames Kidney Fund,  

Pat Godden, Secretary:    

  020 8777 7371 
 

S.H.A.K. 

Dave Spensley, Chairman 

  01483 426276 

Jim Rae, Treasurer:   

  01403 242601 

Newsletter deadline: 
 

 We welcome letters, articles 

and opinions from our readers. 

If you wish to contribute, all 

items for inclusion in the next 

Newsletter must reach us by 

Friday 9th January 2009. 

The opinions and views expressed 

in this Newsletter are those of the 

individual or organisation  

expressing them.  

There can be no assumption that 

such views and opinions are  

supported by any other  

subscribing organisation or  

individual.  

      
is sent to all patients of the Renal and Satellite Units 

automatically unless they have asked not to receive it. If you 

do not wish to receive this newsletter, please contact Paul 

Fischer at the Renal Unit on 020 8296 2514. 

We would like to thank Riverprint Ltd, 

Farnham for their help in producing this 

Newsletter. 
 

   9 Riverside Park, Farnham, Surrey             

   GU9 7UG 

   Tel: 01252 722771 

   Fax: 08707 702781 

   Email: www. Riverprint.co.uk 
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To Advertise in this Publication: 
We distribute over 5,000 copies of this quarterly Newsletter to patients and 

staff who live within the catchment area of S W Thames Renal &  

Transplantation Unit (SW London, all of Surrey, W Sussex and NE  

Hampshire). If you would like to advertise your business in this publication, 

the rates are: 

One sixteenth page  £50  65 x 45mm 

One eighth page  £65  65 x 90mm 

Quarter page   £95   

Half page   £175 

Full page   £300 

Inside cover half page £200 subject to availability 

Inside cover full page £350 subject to availability 

Back cover full page  £450 subject to availability 
 

10% discount given when advertisements are placed for a whole year (4 

editions). 

To place an advertisement in this publication, contact: 

Peter & Margaret Simpson on 01252 792196 or  

email: mps@mpsimpson.demon.co.uk 

 

 

    is now available  

 on CD 
 

Our thanks got to Joanna  

Bending who reads the Newsletter 

and to her friend who allows her 

to use his studio. Thanks must 

also go to Richard Sammons who 

makes the CDs and distributes 

them. 
 

If you know of any patient who is 

visually impaired and would like to 

receive Renality on CD, please con-

tact:  

Peter or Margaret Simpson on 

01252 792196 or email: 
mps@mpsimpson.demon.co.uk 

 

 

our website  

 addresses are: 
 

South West Thames Kidney 

Fund: 

 www.kidneyfund.org.uk 
  

South West Thames Institute for 

Renal Research:                

 www.swtirr.org.uk  

 

St Helier Association for Kidney 

Patients (SHAK); 

 www.shak-online.org 

   

Remember ... 
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 South West Thames  

 Kidney Fund - raising  

 funds for research at South  

 West Thames  Institute for   

 Renal Research  

 
 

 

Dear Kidney Fundraisers,  

 

The long planned for reception at the House of Lords hosted by 

Lord Brian Rix was held on the evening of Wednesday 8 th  October.  

The evening was an enormous success with four great guest 

speakers. Lord Brian Rix entertained and welcomed everybody to 

the Cholmondeley Suite overlooking the River Thames.  The sun 

was shining, the river was at full high tide and the views were 

spectacular.  
 

 Lord Rogers then gave an account of his fatherõs, Dr William Rogers, early life as a doctor in Italy just 

before World War II and of his escape to the UK in 1939 where he eventually settled in South London 

and set up the first embryo renal services at St Helier Hospital in 1964.  This is an amazing piece of  

history because the first chronic dialysis unit anywhere in the world was only set up five years earlier in 

Seattle Washington state 1959.  
 

 The evening proceeded with drinks and canapés and an amazing auction of works of art assembled by 

Anne Collard and her helpers, Margaret Porter and Joanne Booth -Mason. 

 The auction of pictures was tremendously successful and 17 out of the 40 paintings were sold with a net 

profit to the Fund of £4,000.  
 

 Later in the evening the company was addressed by Theo Paphitis, venture capitalist and Dragon.  He 

was in a most amusing flow taking the mickey out of doctors and hospitals but vigorously supporting our 

fund raising efforts.  
 

 The final speaker was Max Clifford, who again had everybody rolling in the aisle.  It is such a pity that 

we could not have welcomed a thousand Kidney Fund supporters to savour such an enjoyable evening.   

The evening concluded with a historical tour of the House of Lords and House of Commons and many of 

the guests found this extremely interesting.  
 

 It looks as though the proceeds from this one evening fund raising event will be £36,480.75. A  

wonderful result! A tribute must be paid to the work that Anne has done over the last 18 months in  

making this evening such an enormous success.  She has a remarkable eye for detail and as her partner 

Les says òonce she gets an idea into her head, nothing will stop her on executing it to the very highest 

standards.ó  WELL DONE Anne for everything that you have done. 
 

 The evening also highlighted the academic achievements of the Institute and when the academic  

successes were put down on paper we realised that the Unit has probably produced more higher degrees 

in renal medicine in the last 10 years than most of the renal units in the country.  Obviously in the early 

days the late David Newman played a major role in getting the Unit onto its feet and he was succeeded 

for a relatively short time by Paul Colville -Nash.  The real credit of course for this amazing academic 

output must rest with Dr Mark Dockrell.  Mark came to us six or seven years ago as quite a junior  

researcher and the way he has grown in stature over that period has been impressive to watch.  
 

 Best wishes  
Mike Bending, Chairman  
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South West Thames Kidney Fund  

A.G.M. Report  
 

LORD RIX VISITS ST. HELIER . 
 

Lord Rix of Whitehall (Brian Rix of the Whitehall Theatre, Mencap and many other  

successful enterprises) was at the Whitehall Theatre at St. Helier to talk to the patients, friends and carers  

gathered for the AGMs of the South West Thames Kidney Fund and the Renal Research Institute. 
 

The afternoon had started with a group photo of all present to mark the 10th anniversary of the Institute.  

Dr. Bending, Chairman opened the SWTKF AGM by welcoming all present and dealing with the formalities. 

Simon Ling, the Treasurer,  presented his report which  showed a steady use of funds but a reasonable healthy 

state. Mark Dockrell, Lead Scientist at the Research Institute, talked about the research, the direction it was 

taking and the need for continuing support. Mike Bending presented his report and stressed the need for  

everyone to support the Fund. 
 

Mike Bending then introduced Lord Rix who gave a  

wonderful talk about his life and experiences and kept us all  

entertained for nearly half an hour. Unfortunately he had 

another  engagement and had to leave immediately. 
 

Richard Sammons, Deputy Chairman, then welcomed eve-

ryone to the AGM of the South West Thames Institute for 

Renal Research and talked about the progress and the suc-

cesses of the Institute since its early days and the initiative it 

hoped to take in the commercial field.  After the accounts 

had been presented, Mark Dockrell spoke about the future 

research policy and the links that were being formed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Bending closed the afternoon by thanking everyone for attending and inviting them to take tea. 

Peter Simpson 

Use everyclick.com as your ósearch engineô and benefit your favourite charity - at NO 

cost to you! Will You join  us? SWTKF has 18 supporters who use this search engine which  

allocates half its gross income to charities. Each active charity receives a proportion of that sum 

equal to the proportion in which its supporters use the website relative to the supporters of other  

active charities. So far, we have raised £49. Look it up! 
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It was a great occasion. A celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the South West Thames Institute for Renal  Research. 

About 180 people gathered in the Cholmondeley Suite at the House of Lords for the reception hosted by Lord Rix of 

Whitehall on behalf of South West Thames Kidney Fund. Guests were greeted by Dr Bending and his wife Carol and 

Lord Rix with his wife Elspet Gray. Guests included members of the Epsom & St Helier Hospital Trust Board,  

Consultants renal nurses staff and patients and their families. Special guests included Lord Rogers of Riverside (Patron of 

SWTKF), the Mayor and Mayoress of Sutton, the Publicist, Max Clifford and Theo Paphitis, entrepreneur of Dragonôs 

Den fame.  
 

An ensemble of young musicians, led by Yen Chooi who 

once worked in the Institute, played delightful music for 

most of the evening. Drinks and canapés were served as 

people mingled and they had plenty of time to view the art 

work and the other items for auction . An added attraction 

was the balcony from where they could see London lit up at 

night. 
 

There were five well known speakers, all very entertaining, 

as highlighted in Dr. Bendingôs letter and a special moment 

when Lord Edward Davenport  presented a cheque for 

£10,000. 
 

The evening ended with the guests given a conducted tour 

of the Houses of Parliament. It had been a very special eve-

ning and a tribute to all who helped to organise it. 

 

Photographs by Robert 

Wade, Medical  

Illustration & Printing 

Services, Epsom & St 

Helier University   

Hospitals and  

Les Burton 


