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November 2005 

Another successful year for our Transplant Games Team, despite 
their number being reduced. The 28th British Transplant Games 
were held from 26th—28th August. 
 

The final medal tally, seven gold, three silver and twelve bronze 
– a wonderful achievement. Well done to you all! 
Organised by the Transplant Sports Association of Great Britain (TSAGB) the Games 
were held at Loughborough University campus. A full and exciting schedule was made 
easier as the accommodation and most events were on campus. The sports track had 
been rebuilt and facilities were excellent. 
The seven members of the St Helier Team were Helen Hayton, George Lebon, Captain, 
Nick Martin, Ron McPherson, Craig Morrow, David Slater and Peter Warren. 

Members of the Team with their Manager, Graham Morrow and supporters, Sue McPherson  
and Angie Morrow. 

The athletes assembled in  
Loughborough town centre and  
paraded to the Town Hall where we 
were addressed by the Mayor of 
Charnwood and the Lord Mayor of 
Leicester. The Games torch arrived 
and the Games oath was read by 
Rachael Reynolds. Maurice Slapak 
President and Christine Evans, 
Chairperson of the TSAGB made the 
welcome speeches and the 2005 
Games were formally open.  
 

Early Friday morning Ron McPherson teed-off for 18 holes at  
Weston Park Golf Club. Peter Warren fished Braunstone Lake where 
he hooked sufficient fish to come second to John Harrison of Free-
mans Newcastle whilst George, Nick, Craig and David (“OK then, 
I’ll come out of retirement”) competed in the table tennis and squash 
competitions. By the end of the day Craig had won silver and David 
and Nick a bronze in the squash, George and Craig won bronze in the 
table tennis and Peter had his fishing silver. The day was rounded off 
with a visit to the Leicester Space Centre followed by a disco.  

Helen Hayton received the Vitrex Ludorum Adult 
Trophy 
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Saturday was also a fantastic day for the Team  
adding a further 10 medals to those won on Friday. 
Nick won the Team’s first gold in a hard fought  
series of games in badminton and Craig and David, 
playing together for the first time, won bronze; 
Helen again left the competition standing and ran 
away with a gold in the 3K marathon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday afternoon was the turn of our swimmers. 
The first medal came to Helen in the 50m freestyle 
then Peter won bronze in the 50m backstroke. Gold 
for Helen again in the 100m freestyle then Peter won 
bronze in the 50m butterfly and gold for Helen again 
(50m butterfly). The final event was the 4x50 swim 
relay. As we only had two swimmers in the team, the 
Committee decided that two swimmers from King’s 
hospital should assist the team. One did not show, so 
our champions were teamed up with two members 
from the St. Peter’s team. Unfortunately, one could 
not swim 50m!!! He started his length, swam about 
15m, turned onto his back and floated the rest of the 
length. At the first handover, we were over a length 
behind. This of course only threw down the chal-
lenge to the rest of the team who  
proceeded to swim as hard and as fast as they could. 
They did not win any medals, but they were not 

downhearted. The sporting achievements of the day 
were crowned when Nick, almost exhausted by his 
badminton games in the morning, proudly won gold 
in the tennis, a fitting reward for his determination 

and perseverance. 
The TSAGB AGM was at 6pm. As all 500  
competitors must be members of TSAGB, it was 
very disappointing that only about 40 people turned 
up to hear the annual report and the financial  
position. We discussed how to attract new members 
and retain young members when they transfer from 
children’s units to adult units. We need to attract 
members not only from our own unit but from Guy’s 
and Great Ormond Street when their care is trans-
ferred to St Helier. Age Groups were also discussed, 
in particular the adult group whose ages span 18 – 
34. It was suggested that the ranges be changed to 
Adult 18-29 (18-34), Senior 30-44 (35-44), veteran 
45-59 (45-54) and supervets 60+ (55+). Peter Griffin 
stepped down as GB Team Manager and was 
thanked for his contribution to the World Games; he 
will take up a position on the World Games  
Organising Committee. After the meeting, people 
donned grass skirts and hideously flowery shirts for 
what turned out to be a very good Beach Party at the 
Students Union.  


